1980 LAKE PLACID

The 1980 Lake Placid Olympic hockey
game, famously known as the

"MIRACLE ON ICE,"

remains one of the most iconic
moments in sports history.

This legendary event saw the underdog American team triumph
against the heavily favored Soviet Union team, creating an enduring
legacy of hope and determination.

BACKGROUND

The backdrop of the 1980 Winter Olympics was
the height of the Cold War, adding a layer of
geopolitical tension to the games.
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The Soviet Union's hockey team had been
dominant for years, winning gold in five of the six
previous Winter Olympics.

In contrast, the American team was composed
primarily of amateur and collegiate players,
making their victory all the more improbable
and inspiring.

PRELIMINARY
ROUNDS

Before facing the Soviet Union, the American team, coached by Herb
Brooks, had to prove themselves in the preliminary rounds.

They started with a 2-2 tie against Sweden, followed by victories over

A2
(5%

Norway

Romania

/-c

Czechoslovakia West Germany
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These victories boosted the team's confidence and set the stage for their
historic showdown with the Soviets.

THE GAME

The game took place on February 22,1980, at the Olympic Center in Lake Placid, New York.

The first period saw the
Soviet Union's team take
the lead with a goal by
Vladimir Krutov.

The Americans quickly
responded with a goal by
Buzz Schneider, but the
Soviets regained the lead
with a goal by Sergei
Makarov.

In the final seconds of the
period, Mark Johnson
scored for the US, tying
the game at

The second period was dominated by the Soviet team,

with Alexander Maltsev
scoring to bring the score to

Despite numerous shots on
goal, the Americans
managed to hold the Soviets
to just one goal in the period,

" thanks to the outstanding

~goaltending of Jim Craig.

The third period was where the "miracle" truly unfolded.
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Mark Johnson scored his
second goal of the game,
tying the score at

Just minutes later,
captain Mike Eruzione
scored the go-ahead
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The final ten minutes
of the game were
marked by intense

defensive efforts from
the American team,
who managed to fend
off the relentless Soviet
attacks.

goal, giving the US a

lead

As the clock counted down, the crowd erupted in chants of

"USA! USAI"

and Al Michaels famously exclaimed,

"D0 YOU BELIEVE IN MIRACLES?
YES!"

AFTERMATH

The victory against the Soviet Union propelled the American
team to the gold medal game, where they faced Finland.

The US secured the gold with a
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cementing their place in Olympic history.

The "Miracle on Ice" became a symbol of American resilience and
determination, transcending sports to become a cultural phenomenon.

LEGACY

%fsnep
The 1980 Lake Placid Olympic hockey
MIRA! I E game continues to inspire generations

of athletes and fans.

It demonstrated that with hard work,
unity, and belief, even the most
iImprobable feats can be achieved.

The game's legacy is preserved in
documentaries, books, and the 2004
film "Miracle," ensuring that this
extraordinary moment in sports history
will never be forgotten.

KEY STATISTICS

Final score

USA 4, SOVIET
UNION 3

Date of the game

FEBRUARY
ee, 1980

Key players

JIM CRAIG

(COALIE)

MIKE
ERUZIONE

(CAPTAIN)

JOHNSON

(FORWARD)
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CONGLUSION

The "Miracle on Ice" is a testament to the power of the human spirit and the
essence of competition. It serves as a reminder that in sports, as in life, the
underdog can triumph against seemingly insurmountable odds. The American
team's victory at the 1980 Lake Placid Olympics will forever be celebrated as
one of the greatest moments in sports history.
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